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Welcome!

Thank you for your time this evening!

Introductions of Presenters

Thank you League of Women Voters for supporting this process and being a 
Co-Sponsor!



Why Am I Here?

● Legislators are Elected by Us
● It’s Important for Your Voice to be Heard
● There are Several Budget Proposals that will Impact Talawanda Schools and 

our Community
● One Elected Official Stated he has Not Heard from Anyone Regarding School 

Funding



State Budget Process

● Due June 30th
● 2 Year Budget
● House and Senate Make their Individual Versions
● Once Passed by House and Senate, Governor Signs
● During the Process (Goes Back and Forth)
● Items are Changed, Deleted, Added Throughout Process
● Remember: Anything Can Change Until the Budget is Signed
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What Should I Address When Contacting Legislators?

● Your Personal Story Regarding Talawanda and your experience
● One of the largest geographic areas (144 square miles)
● Guarantee makes up $2.2 million dollars per year 
● State Share even with Fair School funding Model is low (approx. $1,100 

dollars per student)
● Talawanda lowest % of state share in All of Butler County
● Local Capacity (what Talawanda taxpayers pay) is unequitable
● Talawanda has not had a levy in 20 years.  Has been fiscally responsible.
● State aide is based on 2022 data and does NOT take into account rising costs



What Should I address continued?

● Fair School Funding Formula does not help Talawanda; Guarantee is sustaining Talawanda at 2008 
levels

● We are a rural and suburban school district with a major university (Miami) within our boundaries
● Miami properties do not pay taxes that go to Talawanda, but raises the surrounding values of 

property making us appear wealthier 
● Over 40% Low Socio-economic (or Poverty); Growing English Language Learning student 

population
● Talawanda’s Report Card is strong
● 4.5 Stars
● Number 1 Ranked high school in Butler County
● Graduation Rate: 98%
● Talawanda Middle School Received Momentum Award (scores increased 3 points or higher)
● Other Information you feel is important



How to Lobby Our Legislators

● Testimony in Columbus if Able (How to Testify or Submit Testimonies)
● Telephone Calls are the Second Best!
● Written Communications: Letters and Emails
● Personal Stories and Impact
● Why This is Important to You, Your Family, and Community
● One Communication is NOT Enough (as the Budget Proposals WILL Change)
● Staying on Top of the Changes and Adjusting Communication Critical
● Be Concise, Suggest Solutions, Be Objective with Facts

https://www.aclu-md.org/en/news/lobbying-tips-contacting-writing-and-meeting-yo
ur-elected-officials 

https://www.aclu-md.org/en/news/lobbying-tips-contacting-writing-and-meeting-your-elected-officials
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/news/lobbying-tips-contacting-writing-and-meeting-your-elected-officials


Contact Our Legislators 

● Governor DeWine: 614.466-3555  77 South High Street, Suite 30 Columbus, OH 43215 

● Lieutenant Governor Tressel: 77 South High Street, Suite 30 Columbus, OH

● Representative Diane Mullins: 614.644.6721 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH

● Representative Rodney Creech: 614.466.2960 77 South High Street, 12th Floor Columbus, OH 

● Senator Steve Huffman: 614.466.6247 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 040 Columbus,OH

● Senator George Lang: 614.466.8072 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 129 Columbus, OH

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a20333f957e44579bdb7f300449a5f9cefeaf84d8f6c11894be5b4d984cee21cJmltdHM9MTc0Mjc3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=349938a3-b66d-6bc4-3a01-2d03b7c66ac6&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTI3fn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUdvdmVybm9yJTIwTWlrZSUyMERld2luZSUyN3MlMjBPZmZpY2Umc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjg3M3gzNTI5Nzg0NzU5MzUyOTYyMzIwJnBwb2lzPTM5Ljk2MDU0NDU4NjE4MTY0Xy04My4wMDA1MTg3OTg4MjgxMl9Hb3Zlcm5vciUyME1pa2UlMjBEZXdpbmUlMjdzJTIwT2ZmaWNlX1lOODczeDM1Mjk3ODQ3NTkzNTI5NjIzMjB-JmNwPTM5Ljk2MDU0NX4tODMuMDAwNTE5JnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1


Contact the Educational and Finance Committee Members

Senate Education Committee

● Andrew Brenner (Chair): 614.466.8086 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 140 Columbus OH 43215

● Louis Blessing III (Vice Chair): 614.466.8068 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 143 Columbus

● Catherine Ingram (Ranking Member): 614.466.5980 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 
056 Columbus, OH 43215

● Al Cutrona: 614.466.8285 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 041 Columbus, OH 43215

● Senator Steve Huffman: 614.466.6247 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 040 Columbus, OH 
43215

● Kyle Koehler: 614.466.3780 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 035 Columbus, OH 43215

● Kent Smith: 614.466.4857 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Second Floor 223 Columbus, OH 43215



Senate Finance Committee

● Jerry Cirino (Chair): 614.644.7718 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 127 Columbus, OH 43215

● Brian Chavez (Vice Chair): 614.466.6508 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 034 Columbus, OH, 

● Paula Hicks-Hudson (Ranking Member): Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 057 
Columbus, OH 43215

● Louis Blessing III: 614.466.8068 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 143 Columbus, OH 43215

● Andrew Brenner: 614.466.8086 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 140 Columbus OH 43215

● Hearcel Craig: 614.466.5131 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Second Floor 228 Columbus OH 43215 

● Catherine Ingram: 614.466.5980 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 056 Columbus, OH 43215

● George Lang: 614.466.8072 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 129 Columbus, OH 43215

● Susan Manchester: 614.466.7584 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 048 Columbus OH 43215



Senate Finance Committee Continued

● Nathan Manning: 614.644.7613 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 039 Columbus, OH 43215 

● Sandra O’Brien: 614.466.7182 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 125 Columbus, OH 43215

● Thomas Patton: 614.466.8056 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 042 Columbus, OH 43215

● Mark Romanchuk: 614.466.7505 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, First Floor 132 Columbus, OH 43215

● Shane Wilkin: 614.466.8156 Senate Building 1 Capitol Square, Second Floor 221 Columbus, OH 43215



House of Representatives Committee Contacts 

Education:

● Sarah Fowler Arthur (Chair): 614.466.1405 77 South High Street, 12th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Mike Odioso (Vice Chair): 614.466.8258 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Phillip Robinson, Jr (Ranking Member): 614.644.6041 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 

● Adam Bird: 614.644.6034 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Sean Brennan: 614.466.3485 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Gary Click: 614.466.1374 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Don Jones: 614.644.8728 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215



House of Representative Education Committee Continued

● Gayle Manning: 614.644.5076 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Joseph Miller III: 614.466.5141 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Jonathan Newman: 614.466.8114 77 South High Street, Columbus, OH 43215

● Beryl Piccolantonio: 614.466.4847 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Kevin Ritter: 614.466.2158 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Jim Thomas: 614. 466.8030 77 south High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215



House of Representative Finance Committee

● Brian Stewart (Chair): 614.466.1464 77 South High Street,13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Michael Dovilla (Vice Chair): 614.466.4895 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Bride Rose Sweeney (Ranking Member): 614.466.3350 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus

● Cindy Abrams: 614.466.9091 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Rachel Baker: 614.644.6886 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Adam Bird: 614.644.6034 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Jamie Callender: 614.644.6074 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Chris Glassburn: 614.466.3100 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Michele Grim: 614.644.6017 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Thomas Hall: 614.644.5094 77 South High Street, 12th Floor Columbus, OH 43215



House of Representative Finance Committee Continued

● James Hoops: 614.466.3760 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Dani Isaacsohn: 614.466.5786 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Dontavius Jarrells: 614.466.5343 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Marilyn John: 614.466.5802 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Mark Johnson: 614.644.7928 77 South High Street, 12th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Don Jones: 614.644.8728 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Gayle Manning: 614.644.5076 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Beryl Piccolantonio: 614.466.4847 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Phil Plummer: 614.644.8051 77 South High Street, 14th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Sharon Ray: 614.466.8140 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215



House of Representative Finance Committee Continued

● Kevin Ritter: 614.466.2158 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Phillip Robinson, Jr (Ranking Member): 614.644.6041 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 

● Bill Roemer: 614.644.5085 77 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Jean Schmidt: 614.466.8134 77 South High Street, 12th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Veronica Sims: 614.644.6037  77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Jim Thomas: 614.466.8030 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Daniel Troy: 614.466.7251 77 South High Street, 10th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Andrea White: 614.644.6008 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Josh Williams: 614.466.1418 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH  43215

● Bernard Willis: 614.466.2038 77 South High Street, 13th Floor Columbus, OH 43215

● Tom Young: 614.466.6504 77 South High Street, 11th Floor Columbus, OH 43215



Advocacy Matters!  You Can Make A Difference!

Thank you!


